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	 Date:  18/03/2025
	Time:  15:00-16:00
	 Location: Teams

	 Chair: 
	 Catrin Edith Parry – VP Cymraeg 

	 Minutes: 
	 

	 Apologies:

	Staff:
	Student reps:

	





	

	 In Attendance: 

	Staff:
	Student reps:

	Martin Chorely – PSE Undergraduate College Dean
Kath Evans – PSE College Education Manager
Paul Jones – IT Services 
Nicola Jones – Library Services 
Karen Jenkins – Student Advisor
Zoë Hayne – Academic Representation Coordinator
	Morgan Edwards – CHEMY
Esther Olusola – ENGIN
Janthine Aburido – ENGIN 
Efa Maher - MATHS

	 Update on Actions from the Previous Panel:

	
CHEMY in the previous meeting reported that there was overcrowding in the Lab spaces – This is an ongoing issue, and the college are looking into this. 





	 Rep Feedback: CHEMY

	
Morgan Edwards mentioned that there have been concerns regarding the merging of the schools and how that will affect students. Additionally, Morgan Edwards said that there have been concerns regarding how research-led teaching will be affected by the reduction of staff members.


	 Action/Key Decision:                                                                           Who:                 When:


	
Martin Chorley said that an additional CHEMY-specific Town Hall meeting is being organised to discuss these issues and encouraged Morgan Edwards to inform students of this event and encourage them to attend to discuss these points further.


	 Rep Feedback: MATHS

	
Efa Maher said that MATHS has also been offered to be merged. Efa Maher informed attendees that lots of students in MATHS are encouraged to do placements and years abroad, yet there has been no discussion with students who are taking part in a year abroad about how themselves and their staff tutors could be affected by MATHS being merged. Efa Maher said that, despite MATHS students being encouraged to take these opportunities, the students do not feel there is an effective support system for them to do so.

[bookmark: _Int_olkSXx6I]Efa Maher added that students felt that the standard of invigilation of the last exam period was subpar in comparison to previous exam periods. Efa Maher said that students reported invigilators speaking during exams, not handing out misconduct notices when students were using their phones or calculators without permission, and poorly communicating the standard of expectations to the students. Efa Maher said that this has been communicated to the exam board, but this does not remedy the negative effects on students’ exam results.

Efa Maher added that many postgraduate students have raised an issue with where lectures are being held. Efa Maher said that this is due to many lectures involving topics such as coding whilst many of the lecture halls do not have plug sockets, as well as having poor-quality projectors meaning students cannot see content well.

Efa Maher added that the Maths Support Service is struggling due to lack of tutors, staff members, and funding. Efa Maher said that many MATHS students depend on this service and said that if there is anything to be done to increase the capacity of this service for the entire University, then it should be done.

	 Action/Key Decision:                                                                           Who:                 When:

	
Kath Evans responded to Efa Maher’s point about invigilation by saying that she has raised this issue with the Head of Registry Operations, who are responsible for allocating invigilators. Kath Evans said that she will provide feedback on that when a response is given.

Martin Chorley said that they are currently working on the implementation of a new timetabling system, as well as working to improve the data that they have about teaching rooms, as information such as whether lecture halls have plug sockets is often unavailable. Martin Chorley said that in the next few months, hopefully there will be an improvement in the quality of this data.

Kath Evans said that they have been advertising the Maths Support Service across the University for the past year or so. Kath Evans said that this is something that needs to be discussed further with the DLT. Martin Chorley added that the long-term aim of the college is to ensure that the Maths Support Service has everything that it needs, and that it is accessible across as wide of the University as possible.

Martin Chorley said that, regarding the concern around the lack of support for students doing placements, this is something which will be mentioned to the DLT and the Head of School.


	Staff Updates: 

	
Department/Service name: College

· Martin Chorley gave an update that the College’s current focus is Academic Futures, and so Town Hall meetings have been running in every school. Martin Chorley said that the engagement of these has been mixed, with some meetings having many attendees and some not having many at all. Martin Chorley explained how to submit feedback on proposals and to propose something new through Academic Futures, and encouraged attendees to use this feature.
· Martin Chorley said that a set of drop-in sessions is being organised for the next few weeks, where students of the college to discuss any concerns they have.
· Kath Evans said that, regarding NSS, a couple of schools’ response rates are lower than expected, for example ENGIN and MATHS. Martin Chorley asked student Reps to encourage students to take part.
· Kath Evans said that the Hub Engagement work is currently still running, including workshops for students and a drop-in in the main building where students can look at plans to-date.


Department/Service name: Library Services

· Nicola Jones mentioned that some libraries have gotten new LED lighting, and that this will be implemented in the Science Library, Bute, and ARCHI Building over the summer.
· Nicola Jones said that there will eventually be a new roof in the Trevithick Library due to issues with leaks, but that unfortunately some of the work will be taking place during the exam period. Nicola Jones said that due to this, the Library Services are working with Engineering and Physics to look for alternative study spaces for students in case the Trevithick building is too loud.
· Via the Teams Meeting chat, Nicola Jones added the following:
· Since the refurbishment work in the Summer, the ASSL has gained 80 new sockets on the 2nd floor and new study furniture. New study booths have been installed on the 1st floor and in the Collaboration space on the Lower Ground Floor. Roof work at the ASSL will be paused during the revision, assessment, and exam period. PV cells will be installed from mid-June.
· In Bute Library, additional group study spaces have been created, some with sockets. In Bute, the roll-out of LED lighting has been scheduled for August to minimise impact during the revision, assessment, and exam period.
· In Heath Library, following consultation with users and in response to noise complaints on the 1st and 2nd floor users we have introduced a Collaboration Space on the Ground Floor. Users wishing to work in groups can use these spaces without disturbing others who prefer to work in quiet or silent areas. Users can report noise disturbances on the 1st or 2nd floors using our Library Chat service.
· In the Science Library, study environment improvements have been made in the collaboration space with the addition of the plant wall. The LED lighting rollout will take place in the summer.
· In the Trevithick Library, LED lighting has been completed. Works on the roof to address leaks and disruption to study spaces will take place this summer.

Department/Service name: IT Services

· Paul Jones said that there are currently no specific points to raise.
· Paul Jones posted the link to how to contact the service desk, as well as his email address for enquiries, in the Teams Meeting chat.


Department/Service name: Student Voice and Advice

· Zoë Hayne said that next week is the Students’ Union election voting period, and so all students are being encouraged to vote for the incoming Sabbatical Officers and Campaign Officers.
· Zoë Hayne added that there have been ESLA nominations coming in over the semester and that nomination period has now closed. Zoe Hayne said that Student Voice are now in the process of shortlisting nominations.
· Karen Jenkins added that there are no specific issues to be raised by Student Advice.
· Karen Jenkins reminded attendees that if any students have any issues, to signpost them to Student Advice who will support them as much as possible.

Department/Service name: Sabbatical Officers

· Catrin Edith Parry said that the focus of the Sabbatical Officers over the last couple of months has been around the Academic Futures proposal, where officers have been helping to facilitate the Town Halls and are in close contact with the University on student engagement.
· Catrin Edith Parry said that she has put the SU Consultation on the proposals into the Teams Meeting chat.
· Catrin Edith Parry mentioned the upcoming Dance Varsity and encouraged students to attend, as well as mentioning the Big Varsity on the 9th of April which is sold out.
· Catrin Edith Parry also mentioned the upcoming Spring Showcase, and the ongoing Global Campus campaign.


	 Any Other Business: 

	· There was no other business to be discussed in this meeting.



