    College Forum Meeting Minutes
          AHSS Undergraduate College Forum
            

	 Date:  11/03/2025
	Time:  15:30-16:30
	 Location: Teams

	 Chair: 
	 Ana Nagiel Escobar VP International

	 Minutes: 
	 Isabella Reynolds – Student Voice Assistant 

	 Apologies:

	Staff:
	Student reps:

	





	Cara MacArthur – SOCSI
Miriam Southall – MUSIC 

	 In Attendance: 

	Staff:
	Student reps:

	Rob Gossedge – AHSS Undergraduate Dean 
Sian Lewis – AHSS College Education Manager
Rhian Howells – AHSS College Staff
Paul Jones – IT Services
Lindsay Roberts – Library Services 
Isabel Selwyn – Student Advisor 
Hannah Fatkin – Deputy Head of Student Voice
Zoë Hayne – Academic Representation Coordinator
	Holly Roach – ENCAP 
Ubaidullah Mukit – ENCAP 
Sean Killen – JOMEC 
Anna Kiddier – MLANG 
Ayse Karanis – MLANG 
Abigail Valentine – MUSIC 
Lucas Palenek – MUSIC 
Hannah Okon – SHARE
Nicholas Quinn – SHARE 
Ava Hicks – SHARE 

	 Update on Actions from the Previous Panel:

	
There were no updates on actions from the Previous Panel for this meeting.

However, Sian Lewis said that there is an issue with the action regarding the small number of MUSIC modules that meet the requirement of 40 students, leaving students to have few module options, as well as the action regarding joint honours students having to re-sit their music course if they decide to drop their other subject. Sian Lewis said that the minimum number of undergraduate students for a module is 20, not 40. Sian Lewis also said that, as it stands, the MUSIC course is still continuing and regardless of the consultation with Academic Futures, it is confirmed that a new cohort will be accepted into the MUSIC programme for September 2025.




	 Rep Feedback: ENCAP

	
Ubaidullah Mukit said that some students have given negative feedback about some modules being removed for the 2024/25 academic year and said that it should have been communicated to them more in advance.

Holly Roach raised that there have been some issues with student engagement in ENCAP, specifically regarding getting feedback from students. Holly Roach said that there was an NSS group feedback meeting which only had five attendees, and a lack of engagement with the SSP Padlet, and the Student Experience Fund applications has been reopened because of the lack of applications put in.  


	 Action/Key Decision:                                                                           Who:                 When:


	
Robert Gossedge said that the school notified students as soon as they could, although this was still last-minute.

Regarding the lack of engagement with the Student Experience Fund, Robert Gossedge said that the school will be contacted to ensure that everything is working as it should be with the reopening.


	 Rep Feedback: JOMEC

	
Sean Killen said that students have been giving negative feedback about poor communication with students regarding timetable clashes, particularly with Joint Honors students. Sean Killen said that the action is to communicate with LAWPL and ENCAP to ensure there is enough time for Joint Honors students to travel to their lectures in different schools as JOMEC is situated outside of the two campuses. 

Sean Killen said that at the beginning of the year, students were promised there would be no cases of multiple deadlines on the same day, which has not been the case. Sean Killen said that this is currently being investigated. 


	 Action/Key Decision:                                                                           Who:                 When:

	
Robert Gossedge said that if this issue is with Single Honors students within JOMEC, then JOMEC has the power to remedy this issue. However, if this occurs across schools for Joint Honors students, it will be more difficult to address. Robert Gossedge suggested that Sean Killen contact the College Education Manager to understand the issue further and how it can be tackled.

Regarding timetable clashes, Robert Gossedge asked whether this is an issue with slot time clashes, or if it is more an issue regarding travel time in between slots. Sean Killen answered that it is more about a lack of travel time, however there are still some instances where Joint Honors students have a day of non-stop lectures and seminars, which can be challenging for students with mental health issues or disabilities. Robert Gossedge said that he will contact Student Cases regarding the timetables for students facing mental health issues and disabilities as there may be something more effective that can be done, other than just readjusting timetables.

Robert Gossedge said that the travel times between buildings were calculated manually, however when Google Maps is used, the travel times appear more generous. Therefore, Robert Gossedge said that they are working on rebuilding the travel timetable based on the Google Maps information as opposed to the previous manual method.


	 Rep Feedback: MUSIC

	
Abigail Valentine said that MUSIC has been having issues with timetabling since everything has been centralised. Abigail Valentine said that before things were centralised, any issues that joint honours students had with lecture clashes would be remedied by early November, however this is no longer the case. 


	 Action/Key Decision:                                                                           Who:                 When:

	
Robert Gossedge said that if students are reporting this to Student Connect, he can contact them and get a report on everything that has been logged to identify the biggest clashes and help solve the issue. Abigail Valentine said that students have been raising this issue with office staff who then contact the timetabling team on their behalf. However, Abigail Valentine said that the timetabling team have been difficult to contact, with cases where they do not respond to feedback. Robert Gossedge said that himself and Sian Lewis will have a meeting to discuss how to remedy this issue.


	 Rep Feedback: MLANG

	 
Ayse Karanis said that there have been some first years saying that many of their deadlines for exams were scheduled for the same day.

Anna Kiddier said that dissertations are an issue for MLANG with there being inconsistencies with how the dissertation supervisors have worked and what support they have been offering to students. Anna Kiddier said that Translation students have not been offered as much support with their dissertations in comparison to other students. Anna Kiddier said that the supervisors do not seem to be well informed on what the dissertation entails, and that information doesn’t seem to be getting to supervisors and therefore not to students. Anna Kiddier said that there is a massive discrepancy in the number of meetings students have had with their supervisors and also in the amount of progress they have made in the writing process. Anna Kiddier said that a workshop has been scheduled for students to present their dissertation work so far with a presentation, but students have only been told about this a week in advance. Anna Kiddier said that Translation students are now being expected to create a presentation out of thin air, which feels very last minute and rushed.


	 Action/Key Decision:                                                                           Who:                 When:

	In response to Ayse Karanis, Anna Kiddier said that she was unaware of this, and will contact the Assessment and Feedback Lead within 24 hours to discuss tackling this issue. Robert Gossedge urged Anna Kiddier to contact him that if the issue remains after discussion with the Assessment and Feedback Lead.

In response to Anna Kiddier, Robert Gossedge said that despite dissertations being an independent research projects, it needs a strong module lead, regular workshops, a module guide. Robert Gossedge said that this is something he can pick up with the school directly.

	 Rep Feedback: SHARE

	Ava Hicks said that there has been an increase in positive feedback from the school, including regarding assessments and module enhancement. However, Ava Hicks raised an issue regarding room timetabling. Ava Hicks said that many history students have been put in rooms which are too big, too small, or in a further away building despite there being more suitable rooms available in the John Percival building. Ava Hicks said that there has also been timetable changes very early into the year, which students have not liked.

Hannah Okon said that Ancient History and Religion’s main issue is regarding Academic Futures. Hannah Okon said that there was a full school SSP in mid-February, where most issues raised were regarding History and Archaeology. Hannah Okon said that she believes the Heads of Archaeology are chasing practicality issues such as scheduling a lab day on a Monday and expecting students to work over the weekend even though labs are inaccessible on weekends. Hannah Okon said that in terms of Ancient History, the only issue that was raised was that students only found out their dissertation presentation dates a week before they were due, whilst other courses were given more notice. Hannah Okon said that History and Ancient History joint honours students could not access the information on the Ancient History dissertation blackboard on Learning Central


	 Action/Key Decision:   Robert Gossedge                                          Who:                 When:

	Robert Gossedge said that sometimes students will be scheduled away from their usual building because whilst there might be a seemingly empty seminar room available, it only has to be occupied a few times throughout the term for the room to be unusable. Robert Gossedge said that previous complaints from students was that each week, their seminar rooms were not consistent, and so the changing of seminar rooms is now being avoided. Robert Gossedge said that if Ava Hicks is referring to the allocation of new rooms as opposed to consistent rooms, this should not be happening. Robert Gossedge asked Ava Hicks to send him the module code of a module where this is happening so he can find the reason behind this issue.

In response to Hannah Okon, Robert Gossedge asked Sian Lewis to emphasise the release date issue to staff responsible to ensure this issue does not happen again. 


	Discussion about academic futures: 

	Abigail Valentine said that despite there being multiple Town Hall Meetings, it seems like questions are being deflected. Abigail Valentine said that she has looked at the data pack which was released, and nothing indicates that MUSIC will be closed down, which is confusing as this is what some are saying will happen.

Robert Gossedge said that he believes these questions were attempted to be answered, and if there are some students who do not feel informed, there should be an additional Town Hall with those students to clarify information. Robert Gossedge said that he is unable to answer these questions himself as a Dean. Robert Gossedge suggests preparing some questions in advance to ask in the next Town Hall.

Anna Kiddier said that MLANG’s Town Hall was given 24 hours notice, meaning that lots of people who wanted to attend were not able to. Anna Kiddier suggested facilitating a way for Reps to get together across all the affected schools who are potentially going to be merged to share ideas on how to ensure this does not happen.

Robert Gossedge said that this is an academic matter and that he will take this up with the Head of Student Voice to get a framework in place to help this happen.


	Staff Updates: 

	
Department/Service name: Libraries and Study Spaces

· Lindsay Roberts said that since the refurbishment work that was done on the ASSL, 18 new sockets have been installed into the second floor along with new study furniture. There have been new study booths installed on the first floor and in the collaboration space on the ground floor.
· Lindsay Roberts said that the ongoing roof work will be paused during the summer exam period, and that the solar panels being installed onto the roof will not be going ahead until mid-June.
· Lindsay Roberts said that in Bute, additional group study spaces have been created featuring sockets.
· Lindsay Roberts said that there will be LED lighting installed in Bute in August.


Department/Service name: IT Services

· Paul Jones said that there are no specific updates from the IT Services, but put the following details in the Microsoft Teams chat:

Department/Service name: Student Voice and Student Advice

·  Zoe Hayne said that the week of the 24th of March to the 27th of March is voting week for the Sabbatical Officer and Campaign Officer elections.
· Zoe Hayne asked attendees to keep an eye on the Students’ Union’s social media pages as the shortlists for the Enriching Student Life Awards will be released soon.
· Isabel Selwyn said that there are no updates from Student Advice, that service is running as usual, and said to get in touch if needed.


Department/Service name: Sabbatical Officers

· Ana Nagiel Escobar said that the Sabbatical Team have been busy with Academic Futures and organising Town Hall Meetings.
· Ana Nagiel Escobar said that there is a consultation going ahead on the Students’ Union website and asked attendees to fill it in if they have not already.
· Ana Nagiel Escobar reminded attendees that Varsity will be taking place on the 9th of April and is fully sold out, and that Dance Varsity is taking place on the 23rd of March and is not yet sold out.
· Ana Nagiel Escobar said that she has personally been working on the Global Campus campaign, celebrating global holidays on campus. Ana Nagiel Escobar said that there will be a few events coming up recently for Ramadan and Persian New Year, and that the Spring Showcase will be taking place on the 24th of March.



	 Any Other Business: 

	
There was no other business for this meeting.



