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Scrutiny Committee – Sabbatical Officers 
19th March 19, 5:30pm 

Boardroom, Students’ Union 
In Attendance:  
Ollie Coplestone - Chair 
Janet Williams 
Tomos Evans 
Jeevan Kaur 
Tom Kelross 
Jono Melbourne 
Nick Fox (Chair of Student Senate) 
 
Steve Ralph – Head of Student Voice 
Ben Eagle – Deputy CEO and Director of Operations (Intermittently) 
Taz Jones – Student Voice Coordinator (BLS) - Minutes 
 

Action Point Who? Pages 

To email unasked questions to all Officers Student Voice 2,3,4,4,5 

 
1. Apologies 

 
There were no apologies received. 
 

2. Amendments from last meeting. 
 
BE introduced himself and explained that he might be attending with officers to offer support and 
that he can attempt any questions that the committee have for the organisation.  
 

A. VP Heath Park - Jen Kent 
 

Congratulations on 
radiology lecture 
theatre 

JK has had very little to do with the planning process, but it’s all going 
ahead in June, to be ready for September.  

What’s your biggest 
achievement been?  

Having good headway with Ben Lewis about improved counselling 
hours at the Heath. Had about 2 months’ worth of research and he 
agreed that the evidence indicated that they needs to change the 
hours in the Heath. A meeting will follow in April and a pilot in the 
next coming months.  

Preparation for 
March Intake of 
Nurses? 

Have organised an exhibition in the Education Suite forum with the 
lecturers. GIAG, Jobshop, Volunteering, Societies, Advice etc will be 
attending. VP Sports and VP Societies and Volunteering have been 
very helpful. Number of sports clubs will be there. MarComs have 
been creating a Heath video to give a virtual tour to students, which 
will be ready for the March intake. 

What’s your main 
focus at the 
moment? 

Bike safety campaign launching on 3rd April. Gadgets have been 
ordered (reflective snap bands and seat covers etc.) and have taken 
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photos of members of staff who ride bikes with the gadgets to 
promote the campaign (called Bike Safely).  
 
On the day gadgets will be given out, Next Bike are giving 500 
vouchers and (hopefully some tote bags) and Ride My Bike café have 
given some vouchers as well. The campaign aims to encourage 
people to ride bikes between the campuses – it only takes 8 minutes.  

Action Point update 
- physio website 

All going ahead – Jill Morgan (course manager) has given information 
which has been passed on to Volunteering. Will be using different 
methods to reach out to students who may want to us the service 
(including shout outs). 

Action Point update 
– IV Lounge catering 

Following up with Estates but there is still a problem with sourcing 
money to keep the area open outside the times. IV Lounge is a cross 
over about student experience and commercial which makes it 
difficult.  

Action Point update 
– telling students 
about lockers 

Was posted in the monthly newsletter, rather than via social media. 

 Action Point – Student Voice to send unasked questions to JK 

 How are the drug testing kits looking? 

 How is the EDI curriculum going? 

 Transforming Cardiff – any thoughts or ideas? 

 Any projects that they would like their successor to take on? 

  
B. VP Education - Jackie Yip 

 

Congratulations on 
getting elected. 

 

What’s your biggest 
achievement been?  

Presenting myself as a significant role model and seeing the number 
of student running for the role. Also the relationships made with 
the university.  
Proud of module capping work, knew it would be a struggle but 
proud of earning enough respect from the University to work 
together on how it could be less punitive and make it fairer. 

Update on 
Assessment and 
Feedback app?  

Students building the app are in the final stages. SU and University 
need to find an appropriate way to use it. The team have 
encountered some natural issues but the project has been very 
good and the University is happy. CESI will hopefully take on the 
project in September but JY will still be in office and be able to have 
input and regular 1-2-1s with the Head of the centre. This 
partnership group will continue after May.  
 
OC asked if it will be linked to personal tutors. 
JY replied that VP Welfare and Campaigns is on the personal tutor 
group so there are links. The app will look as a ‘report card’ with 
infographics to enable students to look at grades etc.  
 
OC asked if personal tutors will have access to the app. 



 

3 
 

JY replied that it depends on how the app will be housed. At the 
moment it’s up to the students, but once it’s housed within the 
University personal tutors might be able to input grades into the 
app.  
 

 Action Point – Student Voice to email unasked questions to JY 

 Update on plug sockets and lamps? 

 What projects would you like to hand over to your 
successor? 

  
C. VP Welfare and Campaigns - Amr Alwishah  

 
Ben Eagle was present. 
 

Congratulations on 
all campaigns and 
work on extenuating 
circumstances  

 

Congratulations on 
funding from 
Santander 

They want to give £2000 every year and Board will decide how the 
money will be spent, but hoping it will be spent on the hate crime 
and harassment reporting centre.  

What’s your biggest 
achievement?  

Empowering students and many have said that the SU represents 
them and offers a platform for them.  

What have you been 
working on? 

Had an event on institutional racism with staff, students and Cindy 
(next year’s BME Officer). Spoke at the vigil for Christchurch last 
week and sent a message out to politicians that they need to do 
better to prevent fuelling of hate. Attended the Stand up to Racism 
March, with Cindy, and ended up leading the march!Also appeared 
on Question Time and asked about ERASMUS and the EU but there 
was no response from the politician. We also talked about hate 
crime post Brexit. Had a panel event with lecturers from other 
universities (Students not Suspects panel) Have also, spoken to 
ministers about the housing bill with Jacob. Spoke about needing it 
to be abolished before September and will continue to lobby the 
ministers.   
 

What’s changed 
with Student 
Support? 

Ben Lewis said it was wasting time for students to get the letter 
without further looking at the issues and argued about the cost of 
GP letters etc. Personal tutors used to be able write letters for 
extenuating circumstances.  
 

Update on Student 
Support waiting 
times and NHS 
referrals? 

Worked with Head of Student Support and LGBT+ (Women’s) 
Officer and currently the waiting time is 6 weeks, but if students are 
in an emergency staff will see them immediately. Students are only 
referred to the NHS when there are no resources for that student. 
NHS is sometimes saying that they cannot take on the students.  
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Have been trying to reduce waiting times, but it is down to money 
and there is not likely to be an increase in funding for Student 
support. Vice Chancellor has said that he would but it’s a waiting 
game.  

Action Point update 
- Taly lift 

Emailed Tracy Austin (Residences) and she has spoken to staff. 
Apparently there are now no lifts broken in Taly.  

Action Point update 
- strobe free night 
clubs 

No progress yet, but will be updated in the year.  

Action Point update 
- SHAG and SLS’s 

Looking at budgets and need to allocate some for SHAG and tampon 
dispensers. 
  
TE asked how long it will take 
AA was not sure  

 Action Point – Student Voice to email unasked questions to AA 

 What projects would you like to hand over to your 
successor? 

  
D. VP Postgraduate Students - Jake Smith 

 

What’s your 
proudest 
achievement been?  

The progress on supporting PhD students that teach. Not the 
highest profile or biggest success, but it’s the biggest exploitation in 
the university.  
 
Scrutiny congratulated JS on this. 

How did the GIAG 
PG events go? 

Went well and Connor (GIAG Coordinator) is happy. The University 
used to run PG day trips but glad it has now been picked up by the 
SU.  

Update on 
contacting student 
reps.  

No feedback from the reps, have been meaning to contact them 
again.  
Contacted the PVC for Research and they were keen to work with 
the SU. 

Update on Masters 
students forums  

Happens twice a year (January and May), summer is key as Masters 
students are writing dissertations. 

Progress on cheaper 
summer 
accommodation for 
PG students?  

In the masters forum, asked about what they were doing about 
their summer accommodation and many were interested in the 
proposal. In February submitted something to university estate 
summarising what the master’s students said. University hasn’t 
responded yet. 

Main focus right 
now? 

Acting as President and delegating tasks. Looking at code of practice 
for PG students teaching. Also want to work to support students 
with jobs, their rights and how they balance time.  

 Action Point – Student Voice to send unasked questions to JS 

 Update on bursaries and scholarships for PG study? 

 Feedback on the Speak Week survey you emailed out? 

 How did the international themed event go? 

 Update on partnership project? 
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 What projects would you like to hand over to your 
successor? 

 
E. VP Sports - Georgie Haynes 

 

What’s your 
proudest 
achievement been?  

Not quitting. Have had no real big wins, just little things like getting 
more sports clubs involved with campaigns. Happy with Find your 
Sports campaigns. Given the forgotten clubs some love.  

Update on funding 
for improving sports 
strategy? 

In talks with Phil Rhys Jones and a draft has gone to Deborah, who 
thinks it’s positive. Need to work out what to do next in line with 
the facilities strategy, it is unlikely to be much progress due to 
budget, but it’s not all negative as they like the sports strategy. Just 
need to push it a bit more. Trying to get Jude up to speed with the 
sport strategy for next year. 

When were budgets 
sent out this year 
versus last year?  

This year they were sent out a lot quicker than last year.  
 
There have also been 65 development meetings in a month and 
Varsity sold out quicker than last year. 

How’s Varsity prep 
going?  

Went on a site visit last week, hopefully will be fine.   

What’s your main 
focus at the 
moment? 

Working on sports strategy and Varsity. Need to consider 
behavioural issues and is working on a litter pick up for the next day. 
Also working on AU ball.  

 Action Point – Student Voice to send unasked questions to GH 

 Progress in better value for money café project? 

 Good communication with committees – who has this 
helped? 

 Update on physio for all project? 

 What projects would you like to hand over to your 
successor? 

  
 
 
 
 


