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Scrutiny Committee 

Thursday 16th November 17 

Boardroom 5pm 

Student Attendees: 
Geoff Jukes – Chair    Rana Al-Yana      

Alex Thomas     William Delves 

Tajkea Chowdhury    Catherine Chamberlain 

Julia Rooke 

 

Staff Attendees: 
Steve Ralph (Head of Student Voice) 

Vicki Groves (Student Voice Assistant) - Minutes 

 

1. Apologies 

 
Apologies were received from Daniel Carroll. 

 

2. Election of Chair 

 
SR explained that there would not be any live translation but the money saved on Welsh 

translation will be reinvested in the Welsh Language policy.  

 

It was decided that Geoff Jukes and Catherine Chamberlain will be Chair on a meeting by 

meeting basis.  

 

3. Minutes from last meeting 

 
The minutes from the previous meetings were confirmed as a true record and were 

approved. 

 

4. Reports 

 

A) Black and Ethnic Minorities Officer – Kabira Suleman 

 
GJ asked for more information about projects KS is working on. 

KS replied that a WhatsApp group was created during the societies fair for cultural 

societies and a group social was organised through this. The Buddy Night ties in with 

research being collected including documentation on race issues and microaggression 

from students. It was explained that the scheme will pair 2 first year BME students from 

any minority backgrounds as a challenge to the BME attainment gap.  

 

GJ asked how KS is finding the role 

KS replied there is lots of support. 

 

TC asked about events for Diwali. 

KS replied that nothing was organised this year but suggested making a calendar of all 

events. 
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TC asked about what KS will do about the external report from the Medical School. 

KS explained she has also been collecting her own information, and will use both sets of 

evidence to make suggestions to the University. Is also helping them to set up African 

Caribbean Medical Association (ACMA).  

 

WD asked if KS is working with any organisations. 

KS replied that she is working with organisations but there has been some confusion over 

the word ‘joint’ and will make a separate BME association. 

 

WD asked about the BME book launch. 

KS replied that the 3rd week in January will be the launch day for a book about 

microaggressions in America, to create more discussion and conversation about race.  

 

B) International Students’ Officer – Jo Tan 
 

GJ asked about barriers for the International Students Association. 

JT replied that once the association is set up it will be easier but it is a struggle with studies 

and the position. Lots of students have expressed interest but still needs access to the 

page.  

 

TC asked how long it should be. 

JT replied that it should be formed in a week or so and then can run an election and start 

on projects. A target was to aim towards Erasmus students to show their culture in the UK, 

but it hard as often they are only here for 1 term. 

JR commented that Global Opportunities want to start a global society and suggested JT 

look at this.  

 

WD asked if JT has any plans for global village. 

JT replied that he would like to do something for this, if the association is ready by then it 

should smooth the process.  

 

C) Mental Health Officer – George Watkins 
 

GJ asked for more information about what GW is working on.  

GW replied he is currently setting up a student led mental health service with Student 

Advice and started on the ‘Boys Do Cry’ project as a wider mental health campaign group 

6 months ago, but could bring into the University.  

 

General agreement that GW should promote this great project.  

 

TC asked if there were any barriers to anything. 

GW replied that there are lots of mental health groups and charities and it can be confusing 

and have some overlap. Mental Health is very prevalent and engagement is good, but it 

can be difficult to phrase topics and the best way to get over this is to build up a large 

committee to cover all areas of mental health. Explained he is creating a report with some 

Sabbatical Officers to send to the University to ask for additional funding for increasing 

mental health services. Have had lots of support.  
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D) Students with Disabilities Officer – Charlie Knights 

 
GJ asked how CK is finding the role this year. 

CK replied that it is not often that Campaign Officers continue, and will use the experience 

from last year to tailor his manifesto to what students want. Will be interesting to work with 

a whole new team and to clarify the 2 new roles. It would be good to have a written down 

proposal.   

 

GJ asked how the Students with Disability Association is progressing. 

CK explained there have been some problems with the Associate Chair but they managed 

to run coffee mornings for Mind Your Head Week. It can be difficult to get engagement due 

to stigma but there has been good interest and the Committee have been fantastic.  

 

CC asked what ideas CK has for the 2 roles. 

CK explained that this role used to be known as the Disability and Accessibility Officer, and 

included mental, physical and educational. Explained a disability is over 6 months, so can 

be difficult to draw a line between a mental health issue and a disability. Worried that 

people may one day just run for one role, so both are formal heads of the Association. 

There are some logistical issues with this but these are being worked out.  

 

E) Vice President Sport & AU President – Tom Kelly 

 
WD congratulated TK on the rainbow laces campaign and asked what he is doing on trans 

sport policy. 

TK explained that this was bought up at BUCS conference. The aim is to say to all students 

that transgender students can participate but there are issues and complications with 

sport, due to certain levels of hormones being required to compete as a woman. We want 

students to feel welcome to have the conversation.  

 

CC asked about the deadlines for tier structure and grant allocations. 

TK explained grants went out earlier than last year but apologised they didn’t go out as 

early as societies, as it takes a long time to allocate grants and can be logistically difficult.  

 

CC asked about getting involvement from IMG teams. 

TK explained it relates to the tiering structure as they must participate in 1 GIAG event per 

semester, to encourage participation. 

 

GJ asked about monthly gym memberships. 

TK explained it is difficult to discuss, but every VP Sports has had it on their manifesto. It 

should be provided to be comparable to private gyms. The University subsidises Sports 

and are worried that changing to monthly memberships might reduce the amount 

received. 

WD suggested this being updated on tracker to explain the difficulties to students.  

 

TC asked about non-alcoholic events. 

TK explained the tiering structure was updated to increase the number of non-alcoholic 

socials, for more to feel included.  

 

JR asked about any other plans for This Cardiff Girl Can. 
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TK explained that at Cardiff University, men and women have similar numbers. It will be 

promoted on CUSU Snapchat and by a social media campaign, where there will be 

challenges in the food court with a leadership board and prizes. These will be less gym 

focused than last year, crazy golf etc. CU Sport will open up fitness classes for free and 

profiles of female students in sport will be promoted. 

 

WD asked how TK will crack down on lad culture. 

TK explained it ties into the manifesto point on inclusivity and equality and this can help 

to change lad culture but not put people on the defensive. They are rolling out E&D training 

to clubs and after Monday, all wellbeing officers should have had their wellbeing training 

to provide support to members. 

 

F) Vice President Heath Park – Kirsty Hepburn 

 
AT asked about implementing the online placement forum. 

KH explained there have been a lot of meetings over the summer and the main concerns 

were around fitness to practise cases, as the University didn’t have systems to monitor 

this. Explained one idea was for each school to produce more thorough documents, but 

this might need a fixed page rather than a live stream.  

 

TC asked how KH is finding the role. 

KH replied that it is interesting and has been a big learning curve but has enjoyed it. 

 

CC asked if there is anything planned for March Fresher’s. 

KH explained she has messaged the Nursing Society, spoken to GIAG about events and 

spoken to leads of March-intake nurses. It has been hard to find space in the diary but will 

organise things post-AGM. 

 

TC asked about student support services off campus. 

KH explained she has had conversations and it will come with the Centre for Student Life 

but also hopefully before this it will be online.  

 

G) Vice President Education – Fadhila Al Dhahouri 

 
Congratulations given on how much she has achieved. 

 

WD asked what FAD is most proud of. 

FAD replied that she will be proud when 70% of the manifesto is done but is proud of the 

Education Exec team.  

 

CC asked for an update on the printing video. 

FAD replied that someone in the Exec is in charge of publicity and will make a 30 second 

video to spread information about free printing for compulsory assignments. They will 

make a social media plan to go in the Newsletter and on the SU website as an article.  

 

JR asked if there is any communication about virtual conferences to connect with 

worldwide Universities.  

FAD explained that everyone has been very busy and they have consulted about 

postponing it and it will now be for Campaign Officers and course-based societies to see 

how it can be incorporated. A project plan has been written.  
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RAY asked about potential study spaces. 

FAD explained the Centre for Student Life will be built and they will hopefully get some 

study spaces in there. It is currently being explored.   

 

H) Vice President Postgraduate Students – Jake Smith 

 
WD asked about policies on the manifesto that aren’t on the tracker.  

JS explained that he had a meeting with accommodation and Hodge Hall is PG specific 

and there are some reserved flats. Wants to get hold of the data and see if they are housing 

every PG that wants it. Also explained the University is having a big push including PhD 

research placements so will hopefully increase. 

 

CC asked about housing rights and if JS is getting involved in Housing Week. 

JS explained he is keen for all students to know their housing rights and wants the SU to 

do more about this. Explained he is getting involved in housing week although there are 

not many PG specific issues and is working towards the Welsh Assembly to abolish letting 

agency fees in Wales. 

 

GJ commented that most PG welcome events were non-alcoholic but suggested it would 

be good to have a mixture of events. 

JS replied that there was a meeting in the Taf and some events had a bar where students 

could buy drinks if they wanted. There is not a lack of alcohol based events.  

 

I) Vice President Societies – Lamorna Hooker 

 
CC asked about the weekly showcase. 

LH explained that she wanted to showcase societies more but current events do not have 

much attendance already and will now be working on the Winter Showcase to get as many 

societies as possible involved. Would like a winter event for cultural societies to show how 

they spend winter festivities. 

GJ suggested using social media.  

LH replied she would like to do a ‘meet the society’ video each week in the New Year.  

 

JR asked about how the Winter Showcase will be promoted. 

LH replied the Marketing team are involved and have been sent them a list of rough events. 

It will also include charity based events in December.  

  

CC asked about reducing membership fees for students on placement. 

LH explained she has been lobbying finance about this and it is now easier to buy an 

associate membership. It will hopefully be put on the website soon.  

 

CC asked how societies were organised for the societies fair. 

LH explained she sent out a survey to see how societies felt and on the whole it went well 

although some political societies did not give good feedback. Will learn from mistakes for 

next year.  

 

J) Vice President Welfare – Nick Fox 

 
CC asked how Mind your Head week went. 
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NF explained he was disappointed compared to attending last year as a student, numbers 

were good but didn’t feel that events went as well. GW did very well and was very helpful. 

Suggested making events later in the day for next year.  

 

WD asked about sexual health testing day. 

NF explained he is planning a HIV panel event with the University and NHS. It will be unlikely 

to be in December as wants to take his time organising it to ensure it will be as successful 

as possible.  

 

CC asked about responses for the housing survey. 

NF replied that the responses were limited and had wanted it to be as varied as possible, 

not just related to students who have had issues. Responses are up to 425 now. Housing 

week is always a fortnight, week 1 is social media and week 2 is door knocking.  

 

K) Students’ Union President – Hollie Cooke 

 
Congratulations given for tampon dispensing and leading the team.  

 

GJ asked about the student written submission. 

HC explained that the SU produces a document that lists things they want the University 

to make progress on. It gets sent to the Universities governing body and they decide on 

their response.  

 

ACTION POINT – HC to add to tracker with a link. 

 

CC asked about the Fresher’s planning team. 

HC explained there is a formal group within the SU about what aspects of Fresher’s can be 

improved for any students to get involved. Need to find a way to make it competitive with 

town but still want it to be transparent.  

 

CC asked about Heath investment. 

HC explained KH is keen to renovate the IV lounge and how the Su will fit in there. Need to 

find a time as Heath has different term times and there is no perfect fit for when to do the 

work. Explained the University have a long-term plan around estates and want to invest in 

Heath but it can be difficult to work with the NHS.  

 

AT asked about the pedestrianising of Park Place 

HC explained she spoke to a local MP who gave a list of contacts to set up a working group. 

It was originally part of the Centre for Student Life but the Council declined this. Vice 

Chancellor wants to work together but this is mainly at the planning stage.  

 

 

 

Scrutiny committee agreed by unanimous vote that the meeting on 7th December 2017 

will become a newly elected Campaign Officer review and they will not need to submit 

updates.  


