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STUDENTS' union has land.
ed a novel way of engaging
i sliumiversity voters — by hiring a
fleet of General Election ice cream
vans.

Cardiff University’s student lead-
ers bave arranged for four election-
themed vans to work their way
around campus giving away free ice
creams.

But before unassuming learners
tuck in to their icy treats, they are
being encouraged to learn more
about the policies that matter to
them. :

As well as registering to vote,
city students are reminded of the
impact they could have on the key
marginals of Cardiff North and: Car.

. diff Centzal. .

There are currently 8,268 students
living in Heath, and in the 2010 Gen.
eral Election, the corresponding Car-
diff North seat was won with a major-
ity of just 194.

Former Labour MP Julie Morgan
lost to Conservative Jonathan Evans
in Cardiff North five years ago and
students may well hold sway again
next month.

Students’ union president Elliot
Howells said’ the ice cream vans
were designed to “create a buzz” and
get students “talking about some-
thing they may not nommally talk
about”

He told student newspaper Gair
Rhydd that the National Union of
Students (NUS) UK, based in Lon-
don, had contributed £5,000 to the
scheme on the back of Cardiff’s
Impressive response to National
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school, an’ energetic’ mathematics

. tedcher (the late and lamiented Dy
- Bill Tagg) riegotiated: access 0
- computer in the ‘techrical ‘college
- next door: it is believed that this was
.-only the second school in'the UK 1o

- ‘enable pupils to get access to acom:

© puter (this was in 1964). -

- Computers then were very éxpan- -
. ivé and rare machines and even the
majority of colleges and universities.
‘did not possess’ one. Although the
- computer used was’ regarded ‘as ‘a
- State-of-the-art ‘machine, - it ‘was of
. -almost unbelievably small Capacity
~ by modein standards {akHz clock:
- frequency” and 27kbyte menmory),
- but this had the advantage of Tequir- -
ing great skill to-drive it efficiendy
and hence'it was both possible and
* desirable to ‘drive it at the lowest .
level of “machine code” which is the _
most basic level of programming of -

bits in the electronic circuits, -

- This gave ‘a deepinsight into the

. Although this was just-4 state
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Voter Registration Day.
The vans have stopped outside the

‘university’s main building in Park

Place; University Hall in Penylan;
and Talybont in Gabalfa,

NUS Wales president and Cardiff
University graduate, Beth Button,
praised the students’ union’s intui-
tomn.

She said: “Given the unprecedent-
ed number of students expected to
drop off the voting register, the crea-
tve approach taken by Cardiff Uni-
versity Students’ Union to raise the
profile of the upcoming elections
should be applauded, :

‘A change in the way volers are
registered - shifting the responsibili-
ty on to individual students - rigks
seeing thousands of Welsh students
disenfranchised for the Assembly
elections next year,

“NUS Wales will continue to argue
such fundamental changes could
and should be delayed until after the
Assembly elections to maximise the
voice of young people.

“Until that happens, students’ .

unions will need to take inspiration
from Cardiff's imaginative approach
to reach as many students as possi-
ble”

Cardiff University has been
ranked as having one of the most
influential  student populations
in the UK when it comes to the Gen-
eral Election, which takes place on
May 7.
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"My ‘next interaction’ was’ with a
Digital - -Equipment - Coiporation
“PDP-8 comiputer; which was radical

In its day in being compact enotigh

C10°sit’on a ‘desk, not requiring ‘air
‘conditioning - and “being relatively - to

“cheap: (Yonly” a2 few ‘thowsand
pounds). oo
«..For this, the Fortran langirage was
‘used to undertake some engineer-
‘ing - simulations. .- However,  ‘this
~Mmachine was in an interestingly ¢re-
ative laboratory at the University of
‘Redding, where': early ‘experiments
- on computer graphics Were under-
taken by some of my more serior
colleagues. 7" PRI e
Later, this machine was réplaced
by a “Modular - One” compiiter
which” was an interesting -British

- functioning of the machine that has innevation i computer architecture
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of ICL mainframe compirters

amned using punched card
I alsohad’ somie  inferactior
Supercomputers’,: starting frony
. CC 7600 and mioving on to large
- Vector' ‘processors 'such as. Che
~ Cyber 205, Cray: X-MP-and ater
FUJItsUVP400; =

..cheap “home’ computers’
-on to'petsonal computers; :
- There were several iypes of ho
. computer that were poptilar, but

- experiefice . was mainly with Com--

- modore PET and BBC models. .
i To' our Surprise, however, the IBM

Gesign'. entered -the inarket  and .
* bétame dominant; Inchuding chang:

ing the terminology to “personal
computer’] e

pro-

':ﬂieré_:?#as'_é'hiét_'a's_ around
thie 1980s when it seeine ;
Comiputers ~would! never

o
massively parallel machines; but -
+ first ‘camie the arrival of microproc:”
~/ess0r chipsand Uthen relatively
: leading

‘“sCreens. e
. The PC has thus come to dofrii
nate computing at léast until recent
times, but there still seemed 10 be'a
place for very powerful supercom-
Sl .0t puters and Ty main research work
. The first. Intel microprocessor . re j
- ¢hip, the 4004, came ottt when I was |

powet as possible,

vailability of:

requited;” in ' princk
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‘work. This view was overtiirned i a
“linked ‘sét of events,
-end of the Cold War, _
itemet as'a  public communica:

inchiding’ the’
the rise of the -
CHons um; - and-the increasing
tich ‘graphics on PG : i _ i
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Step and my expectation is that
- Wearable ‘computing will
- Thus, all this history, which covers.
-amajority of the history of electron- -
e computing, will be reviewed and
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will take' over
is the dominant paradigm. . -

lessons drawn out from it, above all
about the errors of forward Vision”

that held back the British comiputer

‘many erstwhile-gréat cornpanies fno
-the USA. “Sortie -attenpts “will “hie
-ihade to constuct better visions for :'-'-

the'futire, " -




